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Sunset United Church 
An Affirming Ministry of the United Church of Canada (2007) 

www.sunsetunited.ca 
August 12, 2018 

Choir Leader:  Nancy Edwards      
Pianists: Shirley Hill/Kevin Petrychyn 

 
Ministry staff:  Rev. Tricia Gerhard & Michelle McConkey 

 

We recognize that we meet on Treaty 4 Territory, the lands of the 
Cree, Ojibwa, Saulteaux, Dakota, Nakota, Lakota, and the Metis 

homeland.  May we live with respect on this land and with its 
peoples. 

 

WE GATHER 
 

Prelude 
 
Worship begins with the ringing of the prayer bowl 
 
Gathering Hymn:  MV#14 Where Two or Three Are 
         Gathered***** 
  
Lighting of the Peace and Christ Candles 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Call to Worship* 
From the places where the sun first rises, 
To the places coloured by the northern lights, 
To the places where the sun last sets, 
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From sea to sea to sea 

 we gather together,  
 each in our own places, 
 each speaking our own languages: 
 Japanese and Cree, 
 Salish and English,  
 and many more. 
We gather together, 
To listen deeply. 
To speak our truth, 
confident: 
 We are not alone. 
 
Opening Prayer**: 
We breathe and know that you are God, 
 United as your people in this place. 
We breathe and know that you are God, 
 filling us with your breath of life. 
We breathe and know that you are God, 
 even in our inevitable moments of   
 exhaustion. 
We breathe and know that you are God, 
 not us, not us. 
We breathe and know that you are God. 
 We breathe and know that you are God.  
 Amen. 
 
Hymn:  MV#12 Come Touch Our Hearts   *<* 
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Prayer for Healing***:  
 Sung response:  VU#411   O God We Call    *<<* 
 
Loving God… 
 …calming embrace 
 Sung response: VU#411 O God We Call 
 
Compassionate God… 
 …healing presence. 
 Sung response: VU#411 O God We Call 
 
Living God..  
 …here God. 
 Sung response: VU#411 O God We Call 
 
Assurance of God’s Blessing 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
 

WE LISTEN 
 
Conversation time with Michelle 
 
Hymn:  MV#145   Draw the Circle Wide    *<<<* 
 
Scripture:  Mark 6: 3- 13; 30-44 
 
Reflection 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
Hymn: MV#28   God of the Bible   *<<<<* 
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Our Offerings are Received 
 
Doxology:   MV#196  We Will Take What You Offer   <<**                                             
 
Prayer of Dedication  
 
Communion**** 
We saw them in the boat, Jesus and his friends. 
We saw them in the boat, 
 lifted the skirts of our rags and ran, 
 ran ahead, 
 ran to that deserted place where his boat  
 would come. 
 He had compassion for us. 
Compassion for us… 
 …now sell ourselves. 
 And he has compassion 
 for us - and so we run here, 
 risking faith, daring hope. 
It grows late. 
Our hunger grows in this deserted place. 
 His inner circle would send us away like  
 children,  
 send us, with our empty pockets to buy  
 something to eat. 
But!… 
We who are empty know 
 miracles need hope. 
 
We who have nothing 
 turn to the one who has compassion for us. 
And, in this deserted place, he finds green grass. 
In the hunger of this wilderness, 
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We ate,  
 and were filled and more! 
 There was more! 
There was more: 
He broke bread with us  
And the deserted place 
Became the Kingdom of Plenty. 
He ate with us, 
We nuisances and nobodies, 
And there was bread - 
 let there be bread! 
And there was fish - 
 let there be fish! 
And there was plenty. 
Where he is, there is plenty. 
 
Pour out your Spirit… 
 …remember me.” 
 And there was plenty 
 Where he is, there is plenty. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
Sharing the Meal 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Emboldened by this feast, we who saw the deserted place 
become the pasture of plenty.  We whose empty bellies tasted 
bread and fish.   
 Now dare hope! Now risk faith! 
 Now reach for the fringe, for at the fringe  
 we shall be healed.  Hallelujah! 
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Hymn:  MV#150  Spirit God, Be Our Breath   <<<** 
 
Commissioning & Blessing 
 
Sung Response 
 
Postlude 

 

 
*prayer written by barb janes, GC43 Worship Team, Winnipeg, Manitoba and 
used during the opening worship of GC43 Oshawa 
**prayer written by Matthew Heesing, Diamond Valley PC, Turner Valley, Alta. 
***adapted from a prayer written by Bri-Anne Swan and Jason Meyers, GC43 
Worship Team, Toronto, Ont. 
****prayer written by barb janes, GC43 Worship Team, Winnipeg, Manitoba and 
used during the opening worship of GC43 Oshawa 
-***** Words and Music: Bruce Harding, 2002. Words and music copyright © 
2002 by Bruce Harding.  All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License # 
605683. 
-*<* Words and Music: Gordon Light, 2002. Words and music copyright © 2002 
Common Cup Company. Arrangement copyright © 2002 By Andrew Donaldson.   
All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License # 605683. 
-*<<* Words and Music: Linnea Good 1994. Words and music copyright © 1994 
Borealis Music. All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License # 605683. 
-*<<<* Words and Music: Gordon Light, 1994. Arrangement: Michael Bloss, 
1998. Words and music copyright ©1994, Common Cup Company. 
Arrangement copyright ©1998, Wood Lake Books.   All rights reserved. Used 
with permission. One License # 605683. 
*<<<<* Words: Shirley Erena Murray, 1995.   Music: Tony E. Alonso, 2001. 
Words copyright ©1996, Hope Publishing Company. Music copyright ©2001 by 
GIA Publications Inc.  All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License # 
605683. 
-<<** Words and Music: John L. Bell, 1998. Words and music copyright © 1998 
by WGRG, Iona Community.  All rights reserved. Used with permission. One 
License # 605683. 
-<<<** Words and Music: Bruce Harding, 1997. Words and music copyright 
©1997  by Bruce Harding., www.evensong.ca.   All rights reserved. Used with 
permission.  One License # 605683. 
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